MN Great Plains Economic Challenge
“What You Need to Know”

1. A team consists of a maximum of five students.  However, the team score for each round of questions is the sum of the top three individual scores of team members.  In Round IV of the competition, a maximum of four students will compete in the winner-take-all buzzer round.

2. You must be in the Comstock Memorial Union Ballroom by 9:30 a.m.  Refreshments will be available for you and your team prior to the competition. You need to provide a copy of the names of your team members at the registration desk upon arrival.  These lists will be used to assign seating for team members and monitoring assignments for coaches.  At 9:30 team members and coaches will go to their assigned places and final instructions will be given.  Please note the enclosed schedule to assist you in your planning.

3. The coach’s principal responsibilities during the competition will be to pass out tests, monitor test taking, and pick the test up for scoring.  The Center for Economic Education staff will do the scoring.  All tests will be graded by computer. We will post results for every team after Rounds II and III. 

4. Scoring system: 10 points for a correct response, minus 5 points for an incorrect response, and 0 points for unanswered questions.  The purpose is to penalize pure guessing.  However, if possible answers can be reduces to two choices, educated guessing is probably worth while.

5. IMPORTANT:  student should realize that they are not expected to be able to answer all questions!!  The tests, as the name implies, are designed to be challenging—to get half-right is doing a great job.

6. Teams will be separated into two divisions in an effort to bring about a degree of equity to the competition.  In general, large and small school divisions will be based on school population.

7. Round III  International and Current Events will be completed by the team working cooperatively with only one answer sheet submitted for scoring. 

8. For awarding individual trophies and individual cash prizes only the individual scores from the first two rounds will be used.

9. Minnesota Schools

The top team in both the large school and small school divisions will be invited to participate in the Minnesota State Challenge in Minneapolis. I will provide more information when our Great Plains Economics Challenge winners have been determined.

Teams at State Competition

MINNESOTA TEAMS ADVANCING TO STATE COMPETITION MUST HAVE A MINIMUM OF THREE AND A MAXIMUM OF FOUR MEMBERS.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Gregory Stutes, Director, Center for Economic Education, Minnesota State University Moorhead, at 218-477-4027, at www.mnstate.edu/EconEd or by email at stutes@mnstate.edu.  
