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November 14, 2012
Dear Faculty Member:

The Center for Economic Education at Minnesota State University Moorhead is pleased to announce an economic rarity for high school students and teachers – a free lunch.  Okay, okay there is a catch; they must compete in an exciting and challenging competition for cold hard cash and individual trophies.  They will take home a very rare and valuable Great Plains Economics Challenge T-shirt, be our guest at a luncheon, and might even learn that economics is exciting and more than just dollars and cents.

This year is the lucky 13th annual Great Plains Economics Challenge.  The Challenge will be held Monday, March 25, 2013 in the Comstock Memorial Union on the campus of Minnesota State University Moorhead.  We have included a post bill to hang in your classroom to spark some interest. 

Year after year our regular participants talk about the benefits of the Challenge.  Averaging over 50 students at the Challenge, it is an exciting competition.  But the ballroom at MSUM can hold many more than 50, so I “Challenge” you to join the regulars and make it a yearly event for your economics students.  Let us try to get over 100 students at the “lucky 13th” Challenge in 2013.
As a good economist I will try to make the benefits greater than the costs so you will step up to the Challenge.  With the help of the Minnesota Council on Economic Education and the Minnesota State University Moorhead Department of Economics, we have put together an exciting and challenging program for your students.  There are NO entry fees or costs for participants.  This is our way of emphasizing the importance of economic education, and it’s an offer that I hope you can’t refuse.

Your team could even bring home a trophy as one of the top teams in the two divisions based on the size of school enrollment.  Students could even bring home a trophy and a cash prize for being one of the top individual performers in each division.  Top team qualifiers in each division will also be invited to the Minnesota State Economics Challenge.  Even if you do not win, everyone is our guest for lunch and everyone will receive a T-shirt.  

What would I like from you?  Basically, I need your support and willingness to “field a team”.  It is too early to select a team, but it is not too early to add it to the calendar and to put up some post bills in the classroom.  We will send out email updates in January and February with instructions on how to sign up.  If you need to be added to the teachers’ email list, send your email address to stutes@mnstate.edu and you will be added.   
Each team can have from three to five high school students and each school may send two teams.  That means a school could send as few as three or as many as ten team members.  I am sending invitations to all persons teaching economics, or civics with an economics component, or any course with a significant economics component within about 120 miles from Moorhead.  I would like you or another interested faculty member who could serve as your school’s coach to field a team and participate in the 13th annual Great Plains Economics Challenge.  The coach would be in charge of putting the team together (how individual students are selected is up to your school), providing transportation for the team to Moorhead, and advising the team during competition.  If there are two faculty members that desire to work with the team they could serve as co-coaches.  As a special thanks to the coaches, they will receive a Great Plains Economics Challenge T-shirt, free lunch and refreshments.  The challenge is a great time for teachers from the various schools to share a cup of coffee or fruit juice, review economic education materials and discuss issues and concerns associated with teaching economics in your school.

If you have concerns about participating in the Great Plains Economics Challenge or can’t see the benefits of your school and students participating because the costs exceed the benefits, please call me at my personal office number 218-477-4027 or email me at stutes@mnstate.edu and I will do my best to explain the competition.  

If you are too excited to wait, the Center for Economic Education website, http://web.mnstate.edu/EconEd, has pictures of previous competitions, practice tests, and links to the sites that provide free lesson material for economics teachers.  Previous tests are useful for preparing a team for the contest.  It is important to note that students are not expected to know every answer, (in many cases it is optimal to not answer a question).  Some teachers are very competitive and hold extra cram sessions for their students.  Other teachers are more laid back and just enjoy the pizza, T-shirt, and the day’s activities.   

I hope you agree that this opportunity is too good for you and your students to pass up.  Permit me to thank you in advance for your consideration.  I am looking forward to meeting your team at the Great Plains Economics Challenge at Minnesota State University Moorhead on March 25, 2013.

Cordially,

Gregory W. Stutes, Director

Center for Economic Education
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