Psy 330

Style, Mechanics, & Language

Let’s test your knowledge regarding the style and mechanics of scientific writing. Please respond true or false to each of the following questions.



1.  Contractions are fine in a research report. “Won’t” is preferred over “will not.”



2.  Direct quotes should be used whenever possible. 



3.  For the in-text citation of a direct quote, the page number must be included with the author name(s) and year of publication.



4.  The following demonstrates the appropriate use of Latin abbreviations: “Memory performance differs depending on the type of test; e.g., performance on a recognition test is generally better than performance on a corresponding recall test.”


5.  The following demonstrates the appropriate use of numbers in text: “Of the sampled participants, two were dropped from the final analysis due to confusion over task directions.”



6.  The pronoun “he” should be used consistently in scientific writing.


7.  Strive for a cute, catchy title, such as “Brain Freeze: When retrieval hinders future recall.”



8.  It is acceptable to use another author’s words and sentence structure as long as one or two words are changed.



9.  Aim for variety. Use as many synonyms as possible for a frequently used word so that readers do not become bored.



10.  Using well-known acronyms such as APA or DRM paradigm is acceptable, as long as they are spelled out the first time they are used.

