
 

 

  



19th century evolutionism A universal human culture is shared by all societies. 

Turn of the century sociology Groups share sets of symbols and practices that bind them into societies. 

American historical particularism Cultures are the result of the specific histories of the people who share them. 

Functionalism Social practices support society's structure or fill the needs of individuals. 

Sociobiology Culture is the visible expression of underlying genetic coding. 

Cultural ecology and neo-

evolutionism 
Culture is the way humans adapt to the environment and make their lives secure. 

Ecological materialism Physical and economic causes give rise to cultures and explain changes in them. 

Ethnoscience and cognitive 

anthropology 

Culture is a mental template that determines how members of a society understand 

their world. 

Anthropology and gender 
Roles of women and ways societies understand sexuality are central to understanding 

culture. 

Symbolic and interpretive 

anthropology 

Culture is the way members of a society understand themselves and what gives their 

lives meaning.  

Postmodernism 
Cultural understanding reflects the observer’s biases and can never be completely or 

accurately described. 

 


