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ficials, of the claim that the German
submarine had a right to attack the
Lusitania because she was an auxil
iary or a converted cruiser. Officials
of the Cunard line are understood ta
have stated that the Lusitania was
not convoyed.
No Excuse Under Law.

These facts, in the opinion of law
officers of the American government,
left the German submarine no excuse
under law or reason for an attack
without warning on a ship with hun.
dreds of noncombatants aboard, in.
cluding neutral men, women and
children.

The position of the United Stateg
has been that the presence of contra.
band—even arms . and ammunition—
according to the rules of international
law, including the declaration of Lon-
don, which Germany has upheld, can-
not warrant the sinking of a mer.
chantman without the previous exer.
cise of the right of visit apd search
and the removal of noncombatants to
a place of safety.

Germany Was Warned.

The government stated thiz in its
last note to Germany and at the same
time issued a warning that the im-
perial German government would be
held. “to a strict accountability” by
the United States for any loss of
American vessels or lives,

The suggestion that the warnings
by the German embassy in newspa-
per advertisements should have been
sufficient to deter Americans from
traveling aboard ships flying the
British flag was widely commented
upon among diplomats.

No Official Notice.

At the State department, Secretary
Bryan revealed that the embassy’s
warning had never been officially
communicated to the State >depart-
ment, angd.that since the announce
‘ment by the German admiralty in
February of its proclamation of a
war zone, the American protest .and
the reply from Germany saying the
government would diselaim responsi.
bility for accidents to neutrals, the
subject for several weeks had not
been officially mentioned between the
Berlin and Washington governments,

Italian Troops to Front.

London, May 10.—A Copenhagen
correspondent sends the following:
“A private message from Berlin stateg
that Italy yesterday called to the
colors all infantry classes from 1876.
Many trains loaded with troops arg
proceeding to the front.”

Washington, May 10.—Finance min-
isters and leading bankers of Central
and South Amercian counrties met
here as guests of the United States
government in order to confer with
American officials and financiers on
the means to be taken for breaking
down the barriers which hamper the
development of trade between North
and South American countries met
Pan-Amercian financial COongress ever
held and Secretary of the Treasury
McAdoo, President Wilson and other
sponsors hope that great good will
result from it. The delegates are be-
Ing entertained at the expaense of the
‘!United States, congress having ap-
-propriated $50,000 for the purpose.
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