Confidentiality

Scenario:

You have an 8th grade student writing a story for your Language Arts class to fulfill one of the requirements concerning the proper punctuation of dialogues in text.  You can’t help but notice that this is a very unusual paper.  The setting is a party, and there are narcotic drugs involved as well as alcohol.  It is an unusually detailed essay.  There are many references to drug paraphernalia, equipment, and procedures for taking the drugs. There are very accurate references to the effects of certain drugs outlined in the behavior of the characters.  You suspect that she must be writing this from her own experience.  Then you also remember that you have noticed that she seems increasingly distant in class and rather impolite to you and other students.  She is a bit of a loner.  She has been missing school a great deal.  When she comes, it’s not unusual to see her sleep and have blood shot eyes.  Her hair always seems to be unkept.

What should you do?

