The Green Phoenix: Restoring the Tropical Forests of Guanacaste, Costa Rica
(William Allen, 2001, Oxford University Press)

This book describes the events and personalities involved in the formation of the Guanacaste National Park project in Guanacaste, Costa Rica. As you read through the book answer the following questions, noting the page numbers on which the information is located. Prepare a “book report” in question-answer format with references to the course pages. 
1. What are the following institutions and what were their goals?

a. ACG

b. SINAC

c. ATBI

d. INBio

2. What were the “peculiar accidents” that led Dan Janzen to take up the cause of ACG?

3. What is jaragua?

4. What role does basic research play in conservation biology?

5. Conservation is largely a political process. Describe the political battles on the following fronts that had to be won for the ACG to be successful:

a. Competing international agencies for conservation biology 

b. International relations between Costa Rica and the United States

c. Existing centralized bureaucracy within Costa Rica 

d. Local farmers and land owners in Guanacaste

e. Dan Janzen as celebrity gringo and his North American manner 
6. Who are the following people and what was their part in establishing the ACG?

a. Aldo Leopold

b. William Walker

c. Mario Boza

d. Alvaro Ugalde

e. Dan Janzen

f. Winnie Hallwachs

g. Alvaro Umaña

h. Rodrigo Gámez

i. Pedro Léon

j. Jose Antonio Salazar (y Fernando Cortes)

k. Luis Mendez

l. Oscar Arias

m. Oliver North

n. Kenton Miller

o. Doug Boucher

p. John Gutfreund and the Salomon Brothers

q. William Reilly

r. Thomas Lovejoy

s. Jimmy Swaggert

t. Prince Philip

7. How did the message of habitat restoration differ from the traditional conservationist strategy espoused by Conservation International, the Nature Conservancy, Parques Nacionales de Costa Rica, etc?

8. Why is Costa Rica uniquely suited politically for success in conservation biology?

9. What is debt swapping? How does it work to help obtain land for conservation?

10. What was Sweden’s motivation to donate $3.5 million to the ACG project?

11. How has the ACG contributed to global efforts to preserve and restore natural habitats? 
