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Social Movements (SC325) 

Contentious Politics/Expectant Populace

Thought Leader: Dr. Lee Garth Vigilant
Fall 2014
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KEY QUOTATIONS
“There are many forms of collective action –from voting and interest group affiliation to bingo tournaments and football matches. But these are not the forms of action most characteristic of social movements. Movements characteristically mount contentious challenges through disruptive direct action against elites, authorities, other groups, or cultural codes. Most often public in nature, disruption can also take the form of coordinated personal resistance or the collective affirmation of new values.” –Sidney Tarrow Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics.

“What we call master frames perform the same functions as movement-specific collective action frame, but they do so on a larger scale. In other words, they are also modes of punctuation, attribution, and articulation, but their punctuation, attribution, articulations may color and constrain those of any number of movement organizations. Master frames are to movement-specific collective action frames as paradigms are to finely tuned theories.” David A. Snow and Robert D. Benford Master Frames and Cycles of Protest.

“The SCLC and the NAACP were closely linked. Indeed, most of SCLC founders were members of the NAACP, and many were current or former NAACP leaders at the time of the SCLC’s formation. So closely linked were the two organizations that it was common for a community leader to function as president of both the local NAACP branch and the local SCLC affiliate…The  Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) also has an important role in the modern civil rights movement, and the interorganizational relationship that developed among CORE, the NAACP, and the SCLC calls for analysis.” –Aldon Morris The Origins of the Civil Rights Movement: Black Communities Organizing for Change.

“It is useful to think of success as a set of outcomes, recognizing that a given challenging group may receive different scores on equally valid, different measures of outcome. These outcomes fall into two basic clusters: one concerned with the fate of the challenging group as an organization and one with the distribution of new advantages to the group’s beneficiary. The central issue in the first cluster focuses on the acceptance of a challenging group by its antagonists as a valid spokesman for a legitimate set of interests. The central issue in the second cluster focuses on whether the group’s beneficiary gains new advantages during the challenge and its aftermath.” –William A. Gamson Defining Movement “Success”.

ABOUT THIS COURSE

A social movement is defined as “a collective, organized, sustained, and noninstitutional challenge to authorities, powerholders, or cultural beliefs and practices” (Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper. 2009. The Social Movement Reader: Cases and Concepts, pg. 4. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell).  Social movements contend with issues of power, domination, and social change through the critical framing of issues in networks of contentious activism and politics.  This course will introduce you to a wide range of perspectives on social movements from theories about why social movements emerge and how they are sustained, to critical standpoints on ideological framing, the repertoire of protest tactics, and the role of culture and emotions in collective social action. The multiple perspectives in this course will include (1) resource mobilization, (2) structural strain, (3) political opportunity structure, (4) new social movement theory, and (5) classical ideas on the cause of social agitation from Karl Mark and Emile Durkheim.  Finally, this course will offer insight into specific movement case studies such as (1) the civil rights movement, (2) the women’s movement, (3) the gay and lesbian movement, (4) the environmental movement, (5) the new American right, and (6) the global justice movement.   
COURSE STRUCTURE

This course will be run as a blended lecture/seminar course. The lecture portion of the course will provide a survey of theories, cases, controversies, and concepts in the social movement sub-field of sociology today. The seminar portion of the course, which will be discussion-based, will provide each student the opportunity to present on the assigned readings and moderate informed discourse.

TEXTS

There are three (3) required books for this course which you will use for your (1) discussant- leader presentations and outlines, (2) midterm meditation, and (3) social movement case-study.

1. Suzanne Staggenborg. 2011. Social Movements. New York: Oxford University Press.

2. Raymond Arsenault. 2011. Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice. New York: Oxford University Press. [Recommended]
3. Saul D. Alinsky. 1971. Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals. New York: Vintage Books. 
4. Frances Fox Piven and Richard A. Cloward. 1979. Poor People’s Movements: Why They Succeed, How They Fail. New York: Vintage Books.
GRADES

Class Attendance:









10%

Two (2) Outlines/Discussant Leader (5 points each) 




10%

Protest Song/Poem/Art Presentation






10%

Midterm Group-Meditation (due October 15th at 11:00am)




30%

Final Paper (due December 17th at 9:00am)






40%
Class Attendance:









10%

I take class attendance very seriously and I expect your presence whenever the course is in session.  To that end, everyone will earn 10% for attendance providing that you miss no more than three (3) days in the semester as per the Student Handbook’s Student Absence Policy: “(b) not penalize the student for nonattendance unless the student is absent without official excuse for more class periods during the term than the number of periods the class meets each week (or more than two class periods during a summer session).” After your third (3rd) absence, I deduct 30% (or 3 points) from this total for each succeeding nonattendance. I will, however, accept a doctor’s note for serious debilitating illness and accept absenteeism for required military service. I will not consider any other excuses for nonattendance: PLEASE DO NOT ASK!

Two (2) Outlines/Discussant Leader & Protest Song Presentations



20%
You will do two (2) outlines on selected chapters that you will use to present to the class during our discussant-leader portion. The outlines will highlight central points of the chapter you selected for discussion. Everyone in the class will do a total of two (2) outlines, lead two (2) discussions, and make a protest song/poem/art presentation for 20% of your grade.  I will grade this portion on how in-depth your outline is (of the chapter) and how well you present the material to your colleagues.

Midterm Group-Meditation








30%

There is a group-meditation that will count for your midterm exam, and is 30% of your final grade. You will form groups of five (5) members and conduct an assessment and provide a consultation report for a current SMO (social movement organization) that I have selected.  This midterm meditation will give you the opportunity to demonstrate your developing knowledge on social movement theory, repertoire of social movement tactics, the use of ideological frames to expand your base and garner public support, and other concepts.  This will be a challenging and a time consuming assignment.  Be prepared to work hard as a group on this project. (You will have one (1) week to complete this assignment.)
Final Paper










40%

Your final paper will be a minimum of 15 pages in length and contain at least 15 scholarly sources (at least five (5) of these should be academic peer-reviewed journal articles on your topic). This paper could be (1) a sociological analysis of an extant or historic social movement, or (2) an international human rights organization (Amnesty International, Medecins Sans Frontiers, Human Rights Watch, etc.).  Whether you select the former or the latter, you must address the following pragmatic questions:

1. Why did your SMO (social movement organization) turn to collective social action to address its grievance(s)?

2. What repertoire of protest tactics and collective action strategies have your movement adopted to achieve its ends, and why? How does it contend with the problem of violence? 

3. What is your SMO’s collective action frame, and how does it propagate its values to non-social movement actors? How does its frame align to existing master frames?
4. How do your SMO address the challenge of counter-movements and counter-frames that are in direct opposition to its goals?

5. How does your SMO define “success”?)

6. How does your SMO maintain long-term interest in protesting for social change over the (long) passage of time? How does it contend with the “free-rider” problem?

7. How does your SMO deal with the media? How does it “get its message out” amidst the noise from multiple media sources (television, radio, internet, worldwide web, print, etc.)?

8. How does your SMO attend to the issue of emotions in public protests and/or in framing its ideology to the public?

9. How does your SMO use aspects of culture (art, music, poetry, narrative, photography, etc) to draw and maintain support from the general public?
10. How has your movement recruited potential adherents (both beneficiary constituents and conscience constituents)? 

11. How has your movement attended to the need to mobilize resources (money, time, networks, etc.) for a successful campaign? 
12. Finally (if applicable), how has your movement shifted its focus during its abeyance period?

There is a group option for this final paper, and I am very amenable to the idea of intellectual collaborations in a class on social movements: it just feels right!  If you decide to do this final paper as a group, I recommend that your group be no more than five (5) members. (Of course, as with any social movement or collective action, your group will have to come up with innovative ways to deal with the “free-rider” problem among your assembly, and you will be evaluated as a group.) Final Project Due on Wednesday, December 17th, at 9:00am
Students with disabilities who need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Director of Disability Services at 477-4318 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), Flora Frick 154 at your earliest convenience so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Find information on Disability Services at web.mnstate.edu/disability. I am pleased to make these arrangements on your behalf.
SCHEDULE
Topic One (August 25th – 29th): Re-Conceptualizing “Social Movements”
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 1.

2. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, Prologue xiii.

3. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Introduction.
Discussant Leader__________________________________________
Topic Two (September 1st–12th): Theories on Social Movements and Collective Action
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 2 (Theories of Social Movements...)

2. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, The Purpose.

3. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Chapter 1 (The Structuring of Protest).
Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic Three (September 15th – 26th): Special Issues in the Study of Social Movements: Micro/Meso/Macro Dilemmas
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 3 (Issues in the Study of Social Movements...)

2. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, Of Means and Ends
3. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Chapter 2 (The Unemployed Workers’ Movement).

4. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Introduction & Chapter 3 (The Industrial Workers’ Movement).
Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic 4 (September 29th – October 10th): Ideological Frames in the Contentious Cycle of Protest in Late Modernity 
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 4 (The Protest Cycle of the 1960s).

2. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, A Word About Words. 

3. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, The Education of an Organizer. 
4. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, Communication.

5. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, In the Beginning.
6. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, Tactics.
7. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, The Genesis of Tactic Proxy.
8. Saul Alinski, Rules for Radicals, The Way Ahead.
Discussant Leader__________________________________________
Midterm Group-Meditation Due October 15th, 2014 at 11:00a.m.
Topic 5 (October 17th – 24th): The Culture of Social Movements in Protest Music, Poetry, and Art (“Soundtrack for the Revolution”)

Assignment  


Select a protest song/poem/artwork that is associated with a social movement or a social cause. Tell us about its implicit ideological frame and its intended audience. What does its lyrical/photographic content say about the contentious politics on this issue?  Does this piece connect to other master frames (or is it anathema to status quo master frames)?  Finally, why did you choose this particular protest art? (What does this protest work say about your “worldview”?)  This will count toward your discussion-leader / presentation points. (Remember to hand in a typed, one-page response to the above query.) 
Discussant Leader__________________________________________
Topic 6 (October 27th – November 7th): The Freedom Riders: A Case-Study of a Pristine SMO in the American Civil Rights Movement (“Hell No! We Won’t Ride Jim Crow!”)
1. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Chapter 4 (The Civil Rights Movement). 
Recommended Text

2. Raymond Arsenault, Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice. New York: Oxford University Press.
Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic Seven (November 10th – 14th): The Women’s Movement (From First Wave Activism to Post-Feminism Rhetoric: Is the Personal still Political?)

1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 5 (The Women’s Movement).

2. Pivan & Cloward, Poor People’s Movements, Chapter 5 (The Welfare Rights Movement).
Discussant Leader__________________________________________
Topic Eight (November 17th):  The Gay and Lesbian Movement (“It’s Fun to Protest at the      Y-M-C-A!”)

1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 6 (The Gay and Lesbian Movement).

Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic Nine (November 19th):  The Environmental Movement (Granola & Birkenstocks for the Masses) 

1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 7 (The Environmental Movement).

Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic 10 (November 21st): The New American Right (Moral Majorities to Tea Party Activism)
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 8 (The New American Right).

Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic 11 (November 24th):  The Global Justice Movement (Fighting the Neo-Colonialism of NAFTA/WTO/IMF)
1. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 9 (The Global Justice Movement).

2. Staggenborg, Social Movements Chapter 10 (Conclusion: Social Movement and Social Change).

Discussant Leader__________________________________________

Topic 12 (December 1st - 3rd– 5th – 8th): Discussion at the Meridian of Contentious Politics (or, Individual/Group Presentations on Final Projects)…

December 1st _________________________________________________

December 3rd _________________________________________________


December 5th _________________________________________________


December 8th _________________________________________________

Final Project Due on Wednesday, December 17th, at 9:00am
Thought Leader:
Lee Garth Vigilant, A.M. and Ph.D. Boston College, Professor of Sociology. 

Electronic Mail & Tele:

Vigilant@mnstate.edu

 HYPERLINK "mailto:vigilant@mnstate.edu" vigilant@mnstate.edu (218) 477-2034

Website:


web.mnstate.edu/vigilantwww.mnstate.edu/vigilant
Office & Hours:
Lommen Hall 212-J (Soc/CJ Department) Mon. 12– 3:00p.m., Wed. 12- 5:00p.m., and Fri. 12-2:00p.m. (by appointment)
Cover:
Photographic Collage of the Moorhead MN Sugar Workers’ Lockout, Summer 2011 (The lockout is over…and management ‘won’.)
