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“Violence as a way of achieving racial justice is both impractical and immoral.  It is impractical because it is a descending spiral ending in destruction for all.  The old law of an eye for an eye leaves everybody blind.  It is immoral because it seeks to humiliate the opponent rather than win his understanding; it seeks to annihilate rather than to convert.  Violence is immoral because it thrives on hatred rather than love.  It destroys community and makes brotherhood impossible.  It leaves society in monologue rather than dialog.  Violence ends by defeating itself.  It creates bitterness in the survivors and brutality in the destroyers.  A voice echoes through time saying to every potential Peter, “Put up your sword.”  History is cluttered with the wreckage of nations that failed to follow this command.”  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Stride Toward Freedom (New York: Harper, 1958).

“Between Colonizer and colonized there is room only for forced labor, intimidation, pressure, the police, taxation, theft, rape, compulsory crops, contempt, mistrust, arrogance, self-complacency, swinishness, brainless elite, degraded masses.  No human contact, but relations of domination and submission which turn the colonizing man into a classroom monitor, an army sergeant, a prison guard, a slave driver, and the indigenous man into an instrument of production.  My turn to state an equation: colonization = ‘thingification.’”  Aime Cesaire, Discourse on Colonialism (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1972 [1955]).

“Within the interdependence of mutual (non-dominant) differences lies that security which enables us to descend into the chaos of knowledge and return with true visions of our future, along with the concomitant power to effect those changes which can bring the future into being.  Difference is that raw and powerful connection from which our personal power is forged.”  Audre Lorde, ‘The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the Master’s House’, in Sister Outsider (New York: Crossing Press, 1984).

“Afrocentric feminist thought offers two significant contributions toward furthering our understanding of the important connections among knowledge, consciousness, and the politics of empowerment.  First, Black feminist though fosters a fundamental paradigmatic shift in how we think about oppression.  By embracing a paradigm of race, class, and gender as interlocking systems of oppression, Black feminist thought reconceptualizes the social relations of domination and resistance.  Second, Black feminist thought addresses ongoing epistemological debates in feminist theory and in the sociology of knowledge concerning ways of assessing “truth.” Offering subordinate groups new knowledge about their own experiences is empowering.  But revealing new ways of knowing that allows subordinate groups to define their own reality has far greater implications.”  Patricia Hill Collins, ‘Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination’, in Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment (Boston: Unwin Hyman, 1990).

“The history of the American Negro is the history of this strife, -this longing to attain self-conscious manhood, to merge his double self into a better and truer self.  In this merging he wishes neither of the older selves to be lost.  He would not Africanize America, for America has too much to teach the world and Africa.  He would not bleach his Negro soul in a flood of white Americanism, for he knows that Negro blood has a message for the world.  He simply wishes to make it possible for a man to be both a Negro and an American, without being cursed and spit upon by his fellows, without having the doors of opportunity closed roughly in his face.”  W. E. B. Du Bois, ‘Double-Consciousness and the Veil’ in The Souls of Black Folk (New York: Bantam, 1989 [1903]).

“In decolonization, there is therefore the need of a complete calling in question of the colonial situation.  If we wish to describe it precisely, we might find it in the well-known words: “The last shall be first and the first last.”  Decolonization is the putting into practice of this sentence.  That is why, if we try to describe it, all decolonization is successful.”  Frantz Fanon, ‘Decolonizing, National Culture, and the Negro Intellectual’ in The Wretched of the Earth (New York: Grove Press, Inc. 1968 [1963]).
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COURSE CONTENT & INTRODUCTION

This course attempts to elucidate the ideological and paradigmatic shifts in NEGRO/BLACK/AFRO/AFRICAN--American sociopolitical and sociocognitive (liberation) praxis from the 1960s to the present time.  The methodology for this seminar is both chronological and topical: “WE” cannot undertake a study of contemporary Afro-American social thought(s) and action(s) without a cogent meditation on the history of Black revolutionary discourses.  Concomitant to this, “WE” cannot fully appreciate Afro-American liberation theology without a critical mediation on “Outside” diasporatic voices:  Africans, West Indians, “Afro-Saxons”, and (Neo)Colonials.  Along the way, “WE” consider the seminal contributions of womanist thought(s), critical race theory, (Afro) aesthetics, and discourses on femininity/ masculinity and identity.  

COURSE STURCTURE & POLICIES

Class attendance and participation are required.  Assigned readings have to be read before each class session.  Students should be fully prepared to answer questions and make informed comments on assigned readings.  A FOREWARNING: THIS COURSE IS READING & (W)RITING INTENSIVE.

GRADES & COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Scholarly participation and attendance are required of everyone: Together, they constitute 15% of the final grade.  Each participant is required to complete three (3) analytic reaction papers (4-5 pages in length).  The A.R.P portion is 25% of the your final grade. These papers must be handed-in on the Monday a particular theme is discussed.  LATE A.R.Ps ARE NOT ACCEPTED!  There is a midterm exam worth 25% of your final grade.  Finally, each participant enrolled for credit is expected to complete a case study on some aspect of a topical or historical black liberation movement, or a case study on some aspect of black social thought, social action, or culture.  This substantial paper, a minimum of 10 pages, will constitute 35% of your final grade.  The final paper is due on Monday, December 13th.  Late papers are assessed a –15% penalty. You are required to submit a prospective bibliography for your case by Friday, October 1st. 

THEMES & READING ASSIGNMENTS

1.  Sept. 2


Introduction

2.  Sept. 3


What is ‘Black Liberation’ Anyway?

1.  George M. Fredrickson, Introduction & ‘“Palladium of the People’s 

        Liberties”: The Suffrage Question and the Origins of Black Protest’,         

        in Black Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.

3.  Sept. 8, 9, & 10

Liberation Theology and the Promise of ‘Soul Transformation’

1. George M. Fredickson, ‘“Ethiopia Shall Stretch Forth Her Hands”: 

Black Christianity and the Politics of Liberation’, in Black 

Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.





2.   Manning Marable, ‘From Freedom to Equaity: The Politics of Race 

and Class’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure.

4.  Sept. 13, 15, 16, & 17

A Simple Equation: Separation = Prejudice / Prejudice = Separation

1. George M. Fredickson, ‘Protest of the “Talented Tenth”: Black 

Elites and the Rise of Segregation’, in Black Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.

2. Angela Y. Davis, ‘Afro Images: Politics, Fashion, and Nostalgia’

in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure. 

3.    Nathan L. Grant, ‘Notes of a Prodigal Son: James Baldwin and the Apostasy of Soul’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and pleasure.

5.  Sept. 20, 22, 23, & 24

“Do You Remember Old Marcus Garvey?” –Burning Spear

1. George M. Fredrickson, ‘“Africa for the Africans”: Pan

Africanism and Black Populism, 1918-1930’, in Black Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.  

2. Artress Bethany White, ‘Fragmented Souls: Call and Response

with Renee Cox’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure. NY: NYU Press.

3. Grant Fared, ‘Wailin’ Soul: Reggae’s Debt to Black American

Music’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure. NY: NYU Press.

6. Sept. 27, 29, 30 & Oct. 1
“Red Scare”/Black Fear in the Politics of Freedom
1. George M. Fredrickson, ‘“Self-Determination for Negroes”:

Communists and Black Freedom Struggles, 1928-1948’, in Black Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.

2. May Joseph, ‘Soul, Transnationalism, and Imaginings of

Revolution:  Tanzanian Ujamaa and the Politics of Enjoyment’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure. NY: NYU Press.

3. Marilyn Nance, ‘“Soul”: A Photo Essay’, in Guillory & Green

(1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure.  NY: NYU Press.

7.  Oct. 4, 6, 7, & 8

The Ghandian Tradition

1. Geaorge M. Fredrickson, ‘“We Shall Not Be Moved”: Nonviolent

Resistance to White Supremacy, 1940-1965’, in Black Liberation (1995), UK: Oxford University Press.

2. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  ‘The Power of Non-Violent Action’,

in Stride Toward Freedom (1958). NY: Harper. **

3.  Gayle Wald, ‘Soul Revival: White Soul, Nostalgia, and the Constructed Past’, in Guillory and Green, Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure (1998). NY: NYU Press.

8.  Oct. 13, 14, & 15

Black Consciousness (“Say It Loud, I’m Black and I’m Proud!” -- James Brown)

1. George M. Fredrickson, ‘“Black Man You Are on Your Own”:

Black Power and Black Consciousness’, in Black Liberation (1995).  UK: Oxford University Press.

2. John L. Jackson, ‘Ethnophysicality, or An Ethnography of Some

Body’, in Guillory and Green, Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure (1998).  NY:  NYU Press.

3. Monique Guillory, ‘Black Bodies Swingin’: Race, Gender, and

Jazz’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure.  NY: NYU Press.

9.  Oct. 18, 20, 21, & 22

(Post)Modernity and Double Consciousness

1. Paul Gilroy, ‘The Black Atlantic as a Counterculture of

Modernity’, in The Black Atlantic (1993). Mass.: Harvard University Press



2. Richard Green and Monique Guillory, ‘Question of a “Soulful

Style”: Interview with Paul Gilroy, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure. NY:  NYU Press

10.  Oct. 25 & 27


“Race” Interrupted: (Dis)placing the Other, Stealing Home

1. Paul Gilroy, ‘“Jewels Brought from Bondage”: Black Music and

the Politics of Authenticity’, in Black Atlantic (1993). Mass.: Harvard University Press.

2. Paul Gilroy, ‘“Not a Story to Pass On”: Living Memory and the

Slave Sublime’, in Black Atlantic (1993).  Mass.: Harvard University Press.

3.  Henry Lewis Gates, Jr.  ‘“Race” as the Trope of the World’, in “Race,” Writing, and Difference.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press. **

MIDTERM (Oct. 28 & 29)

11.  Nov. 1, 3, 4, & 5

Televising the Revolution: (Re)presenting Black Bodies

1. Phillip Brian Harper, ‘Extra-Special Effects: Televisual Representation and the Undoing of “The Black Experience’, in Are We Not Men? (1996).  UK:  Oxford University Press. 

2.  bell hooks, ‘Eating the Other: Desire and Resistance.’ Black Looks (1992).  Boston: South End Press. **

3. Phillip Brian Harper, ‘The Reassuring Shock of Recognition’, in

Are We Not Men? (1996).  UK: Oxford University Press.

12.  Nov. 8, 10, & 12

The Problematics of Femininity, Masculinity, and Sexual Difference

1. Audre Lorde, ‘The Master’s Tools Will Never Dismantle the

Master’s House’, in Sister Outsider: Essays and Speeches (1984). CA: Crossing Press. ** 


2. Patricia Hill Collins, ‘Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of

Domination’, in Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment (1990). London: Harper Collins. **


3.  Phillip Brian Harper, ‘Eloquence and Epitaph: AIDS, Homophobia, and the Problematics of Black Masculinity’, in Are We Not Men? (1996).  UK: Oxford University Press.

4.  Elena Georgiou, ‘A Sexual Revolution’, in Guillory & Green (1998) Soul: Black Power, Politics, and Pleasure.  NY: NYU Press.

13. Nov. 15, 17, 18, & 19

(Neo)Colonialism and Resistance I : Voices From the Diaspora

1. Lewis R. Gordon, ‘Context: Ruminations on Violence and Anonymity’, in Her Majesy’s Other Children (1997).  NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

2. Lewis R. Gordon, ‘Fanon, Philosophy, and Racism,’ in Her Majesty’s Other Children (1997). NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

3.  Lewis R. Gordon, ‘Race, Biraciality, and Mixed Race –in theory’, in Her Majesty’s Other Children (1997).  NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

14.  Nov. 22, & 24

(Neo)Colonialism and Resistance II:  Voices From the Diaspora

1.  Lewis R. Gordon, ‘Uses and Abuses of Blackness: Postmodernism, Conservatism, Ideology’, in Her Majesty’s Other Children (1997). NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

2.  Lewis R. Gordon ‘Black Intellectuals and Academic Activism: Cornel West’s “Dilemmas of the Black Intellectual”’, in Her Majesty’s Other Children (1997). NY: Rowman & Littlefield.

3.  Cornel West, ‘The New Politics of Difference’, in Out There: Marginalization and Contemporary Cultures. MA: MIT Press.

15.  Nov. 29, Dec. 1, 2, & 3
The ‘Integration’ Problematic (or, Struggling for a Better Tomorrow)

1.  Orlando Patterson, ‘The Paradoxes of Integration’, in The Ordeal of Integration (1997).  Washington, D.C.: Civitas Press

2. Orlando Patterson, ‘The Moral and Intellectual Crisis of Liberal Afro-American Advocacy’, in The Ordeal of Integration (1997).  Washington, D.C.: Civitas Press.

3. Orlando Patterson, ‘For Whom the Bell Curves: The Intellectual

and Cultural Contradictions of Genetic Determinism’ in The
Ordeal of Integration (1997).  Washington, D.C.: Civitas Press.

16.  Dec. 6, 8, 9, 10

Where Do We Go From Here?




1. Orlando Patterson, ‘Why We Still Need Affirmative Action’, in

The Ordeal of Integration (1997). Washington, D.C.: Civitas Press.

2. Orlando Patterson, ‘Conclusion: What is to be Done’, Washington, 

D.C.: Civitas Press.

17.  Dec. 13


Summation: ‘Thoughts at the Meridian of Blackness’

Instructor:


Lee Garth Vigilant, B.A., California State University at Bakersfield; 





A.M., Boston College; Ph.D., Boston College
Electronic Mail:


vigilant@mnstate.edu

Telephone:


218/236-2034

Cover:  SKIN-FRAGMENTS (’99)

7
7

