Principles of Animal Behavior
Spring 2013
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructor: Brian Wisenden (wisenden@gmail.com), HA 407R, text/cell 701-212-5801
Text: There is no text for this course. Instead, we will do a series of readings from the primary literature. I will post these on my web page at web.mnstate.edu/wisenden 

Teaching Objectives: To introduce students to:
1. General concepts central to the understanding of animal behavior
2. Proximate and ultimate causation of behavior
3. Application of the scientific method to the study of animal behavior
4. Familiarity with the scientific literature pertaining to animal behavior
5. Experience in designing and executing an experiment in animal behavior
Grading rubric:
a. Three lecture exams @ 10% = 						30%
b. Fifteen summaries of primary literature in animal behavior @2% = 	30%
c. Six lab reports @ 5% + one in-lab worksheet @ 1% =			31%
d. Final scientific report on results from independent research project = 	  9%
Total = 100%


It goes without saying, but I say it anyway, that all students are expected to conduct themselves as professionals. That means respectful interactions with others in the class, pulling your weight in group projects, no plagiarism or cheating of any kind and generally upbeat cheerfulness in all course-oriented activities.

Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Director of Disability Services at 477-4318 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), Flora Frick 154 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
